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A prayer for the Second Lockdown
from The Very Revd Andrew Nunn, Dean of Southwark
Lord Jesus,
who entered the locked room
and made yourself known to your friends;
be with us in this lockdown
that we may be aware of your presence
and know your blessing upon us.
Amen.

The Archbishops’ Call to Prayer for the Nation
“We call upon the Church of England to make November 2020 a month
of prayer for our nation. We know that we are in the faithful hands of
the risen Christ who knows our weaknesses, tiredness and struggles and
whose steadfast love endures forever.”
On Wednesday 4 November, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York and Bishop
of London called the Church of England to prayer for the nation throughout the
month of November, daily at 6pm. The following daily themes are suggested:
Sunday:

Family, friends and loved ones

We lift to God those we hold in our hearts – praying for their health, their
well-being and their sense of hope.
We pray that even when loved ones cannot physically be together they would
not feel apart. We ask for God’s help in our communicating, our connecting
and our caring.
Monday:

Schools and colleges, children and young people

We pray for all those involved in the shaping of young lives.
We give God thanks for the sacrifice and commitment of teachers and all
those involved in serving children and young people in education.
We pray that all might be nurtured and cared for and that every needful
resource would be made available – that all lives can flourish even in these
difficult times and that no-one would be overlooked.
Tuesday:

Elderly, isolated and vulnerable

We echo God’s commitment to those most at risk of this virus by praying
today for those who are particularly vulnerable and isolated: praying for their
deliverance, protection and comfort.
We hold before God those who care for them – that they would be
strengthened and encouraged in this work.
Wednesday:

Businesses, the workplace and economic wellbeing

In this time of great challenge, we pray for the economic wellbeing of the
country.
We remember before God those who face great uncertainty in their work.
We lift before God those who have lost their jobs and face an uncertain and
difficult future. We pray for a renewed commitment to our common life
together.

1

Thursday:

The NHS and other key workers

Our God is the great healer – and the agent used more than any other is the
NHS.
Today we voice our gratitude for those who serve this country in the
National Health Service and pray for that God would prosper the work of
their hands – that they would all be encouraged in their continued work of
sacrifice and care amongst us.
Friday:

National and Local Government

We pray for those who are in positions of authority with responsibility for
decision making at national and local level at this difficult time.
We ask that God would give great wisdom, deep commitment to all and right
judgment.
Saturday:

All who are grieving, and all suffering with physical and mental illhealth

‘Lord the one you love is ill….’ John 11 v 3
We bring to God all those who suffer in body, mind, spirit or with grief.
We ask that in God’s great loving kindness they might know God’s sustaining
presence amidst their pain.
We pray for those who are stretched beyond their own capacity to cope and
remain hopeful – that in the roar of these waterfalls God would bring a sense
of coherence, comfort and strength.
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Remembrance Sunday – 8th November 2020
Collect
God, our refuge and strength,
bring near the day when wars shall cease
and poverty and pain shall end,
that earth may know the peace of heaven
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
First Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4.13-end
But we do not want you to be uninformed,
brothers and sisters, about those who have died,
so that you may not grieve as others do who
have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God
will bring with him those who have died. For this
we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that
we who are alive, who are left until the coming of
the Lord, will by no means precede those who
have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of
command, with the archangel’s call and with the
sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then
we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up
in the clouds together with them to meet the
Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord
for ever. Therefore encourage one another with
these words.
All: Thanks be to God.

wise, “Give us some of your oil, for our lamps
are going out.” But the wise replied, “No! there
will not be enough for you and for us; you had
better go to the dealers and buy some for
yourselves.” And while they went to buy it, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready
went with him into the wedding banquet; and the
door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came
also, saying, “Lord, lord, open to us.” But he
replied, “Truly I tell you, I do not know you.”
Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the
day nor the hour.
All: Praise to you, O Christ
Post Communion
God of peace,
whose Son Jesus Christ proclaimed the kingdom
and restored the broken to wholeness of life:
look with compassion on the anguish of the
world, and by your healing power
make whole both people and nations;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
All: Amen.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 25.1-13
Alleluia, alleluia. Blessed is the King who comes in
the name of the Lord. Peace in heaven and glory
in the highest heaven.
All: Alleluia.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
‘Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet
the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and
five were wise. When the foolish took their
lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise
took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became
drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a
shout, “Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out
to meet him.” Then all those bridesmaids got up
and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the
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2 Before Advent – 15th November 2020
Collect
Heavenly Lord,
you long for the world’s salvation:
stir us from apathy,
restrain us from excess
and revive in us new hope
that all creation will one day be healed
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
First Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5.1-11
Now concerning the times and the seasons,
brothers and sisters, you do not need to have
anything written to you. For you yourselves know
very well that the day of the Lord will come like a
thief in the night. When they say, ‘There is peace
and security’, then sudden destruction will come
upon them, as labour pains come upon a
pregnant woman, and there will be no escape!
But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that
day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all
children of light and children of the day; we are
not of the night or of darkness. So then, let us
not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake
and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night,
and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But
since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and
put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a
helmet the hope of salvation. For God has
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who
died for us, so that whether we are awake or
asleep we may live with him. Therefore
encourage one another and build up each other,
as indeed you are doing.
All: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Reading: Matthew 25.14-30
Alleluia, alleluia. Blessed is the King who comes in
the name of the Lord. Peace in heaven and glory
in the highest heaven.
All: Alleluia.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey,
summoned his slaves and entrusted his property
to them; to one he gave five talents, to another
two, to another one, to each according to his
ability. Then he went away. The one who had
received the five talents went off at once and

traded with them, and made five more talents. In
the same way, the one who had the two talents
made two more talents. But the one who had
received the one talent went off and dug a hole in
the ground and hid his master’s money. After a
long time the master of those slaves came and
settled accounts with them. Then the one who
had received the five talents came forward,
bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you
handed over to me five talents; see, I have made
five more talents.” His master said to him, “Well
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in
charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.” And the one with the two talents also
came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over
to me two talents; see, I have made two more
talents.” His master said to him, “Well done,
good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in
charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.” Then the one who had received the one
talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew
that you were a harsh man, reaping where you
did not sow, and gathering where you did not
scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid
your talent in the ground. Here you have what is
yours.” But his master replied, “You wicked and
lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I
did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter?
Then you ought to have invested my money with
the bankers, and on my return I would have
received what was my own with interest. So take
the talent from him, and give it to the one with
the ten talents. For to all those who have, more
will be given, and they will have an abundance;
but from those who have nothing, even what they
have will be taken away. As for this worthless
slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
All: Praise to you, O Christ
Post Communion
Gracious Lord,
in this holy sacrament
you give substance to our hope:
bring us at the last
to that fullness of life for which we long;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
All: Amen.
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Christ the King – 22nd November 2020
Collect
God the Father,
help us to hear the call of Christ the King
and to follow in his service,
whose kingdom has no end;
for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, one glory.
All: Amen.
First Reading: Ephesians 1.15-end
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and
your love towards all the saints, and for this
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I
remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you
come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your
heart enlightened, you may know what is the
hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance among the
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of
his power for us who believe, according to the
working of his great power. God put this power
to work in Christ when he raised him from the
dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly places, far above all rule and authority
and power and dominion, and above every name
that is named, not only in this age but also in the
age to come. And he has put all things under his
feet and has made him the head over all things for
the church, which is his body, the fullness of him
who fills all in all.
All: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Reading: Matthew 25.31-end
Alleluia, alleluia. Blessed is the King who comes in
the name of the Lord. Peace in heaven and glory
in the highest heaven.
All: Alleluia.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that
are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I
was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and
you took care of me, I was in prison and you
visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him,
“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and
gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something
to drink? And when was it that we saw you a
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave
you clothing? And when was it that we saw you
sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king
will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did
it to one of the least of these who are members
of my family, you did it to me.” Then he will say
to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed,
depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for
the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you
gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me
nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not
welcome me, naked and you did not give me
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit
me.” Then they also will answer, “Lord, when
was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did
not take care of you?” Then he will answer them,
“Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one
of the least of these, you did not do it to me.”
And these will go away into eternal punishment,
but the righteous into eternal life.’
All: Praise to you, O Christ
Post Communion
God the Father,
help us to hear the call of Christ the King
and to follow in his service,
whose kingdom has no end;
for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, one glory.
All: Amen.

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all
the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne
of his glory. All the nations will be gathered
before him, and he will separate people one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from
the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right
hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will
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Prayer During the Day
from All Saints’ Day until the day before the First Sunday of Advent
Preparation
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Praise
For the gift of his Spirit: blessed be Christ.
For the catholic Church: blessed be Christ.
For the means of grace: blessed be Christ.
For the hope of glory: blessed be Christ.
For the triumphs of his gospel: blessed be Christ.
For the lives of his saints: blessed be Christ.
In joy and in sorrow: blessed be Christ.
In life and in death: blessed be Christ.
Now and to the end of the ages: blessed be Christ.
from A Litany of the Resurrection
The Word of God
Psalmody:
Sunday Psalm 2
Monday
Psalm 15
Tuesday
Psalm 42.1-7
Wednesday Psalm 96
Thursday
Psalm 121
Friday Psalm 125
Saturday
Psalm 133
Each psalm may end with:
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
Reading:
Sunday
Whenever the living creatures give glory and honour and thanks to the one who is
seated on the throne, who lives for ever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall before
the one who is seated on the throne and worship the one who lives for ever and
ever; they cast their crowns before the throne, singing, ‘You are worthy, our Lord
6

and God, to receive glory and honour and power, for you created all things, and by
your will they existed and were created.’
Revelation 4.9-end
Monday
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4.4-7
Tuesday
You have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the
firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits
of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to
the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.
Hebrews 12.22-24
Wednesday
Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the
earth will mourn, and they will see ‘the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven’
with power and great glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call,
and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the
other.
Matthew 24.30,31
Thursday
The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of
Christ.
Ephesians 4.11-13
Friday
Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race
that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for
the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its
shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.
Hebrews 12.1,2
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Saturday
Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting
life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise shall shine
like the brightness of the sky, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the
stars for ever and ever.
Daniel 12.2,3
Prayers
Prayers may include these concerns
- The saints on earth, that they may live as citizens of heaven
- All people, that they may hear and believe the word of God
- All who fear the winter months
- All sovereigns and political leaders, that they may imitate the righteous rule of Christ
- All who grieve or wait with the dying
The Collect of the day or the following prayer is said:
Bring us, O Lord God, at our last awakening
into the house and gate of heaven,
to enter that gate and dwell in that house,
where there shall be no darkness nor dazzling, but one equal light;
no noise nor silence, but one equal music;
no fears nor hopes, but one equal possession;
no ends or beginnings, but one equal eternity;
in the habitations of your glory and dominion,
world without end.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer is said.
The Conclusion
May God give us grace to follow his saints in glory. Amen.
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Act of
Remembrance
Please stand.
Opening Prayer

Prayers

The Minister says:

Please sit or kneel.

Let us remember before God, and
commend to his safe keeping, those who
have died for their country in war;
those whose memory we treasure;
and all who have lived and died
in the service of the peoples of the world.

All:

Let us pray for all who suffer as a result of
conflict,
and ask that God may give us peace:
for the service men and women
who have died in the violence of war;
each one remembered by and known to
God;
may God give peace.
God give peace.

All:

For those who love them in death as in
life, offering the distress of our grief
and the sadness of our loss;
may God give peace.
God give peace.

All:

For all members of the armed forces
who are in danger this day,
remembering family, friends,
and all who pray for their safe return;
may God give peace.
God give peace.

All:

For civilian women, children and men
whose lives are disfigured by war or
terror, calling to mind in penitence
the anger and hatreds of humanity;
may God give peace.
God give peace.

All:

For peacemakers and peacekeepers,
who seek to keep this world secure and
free;
may God give peace.
God give peace.

All:

For all who bear the burden and privilege
of leadership,
political, military, and religious;
asking for gifts of wisdom and resolve
in the search for reconciliation and peace;
may God give peace.
God give peace.

The Exhortation
They shall not grow old as we that are left
grow old: Age shall not weary them nor
the years condemn.

All:

At the going down of the sun, and in the
morning, we will remember them.
We will remember them.

The Last Post
The Silence
Reveille
The Kohima Epitaph
When you go home, tell them of us and
say, for your tomorrow, we gave our
today.
The minister says:

All:

Ever Living God,
we remember those whom you have
gathered
from the storm of war
into the peace of your presence;
may that same peace calm our fears,
bring justice to all peoples
and establish harmony among the nations,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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All:

O God of truth and justice,
we hold before you those whose memory
we cherish,
and those whose names we will never
know.
Help us to life our eyes above the
torment of this broken world,
and grant us the grace to pray for those
who wish us harm.
As we honour the past,
may we put our faith in your future;
for you are the source of life and hope,
now and for ever.
Amen.

All:

The National Anthem (sung by the choir)
Please stand
God save our gracious Queen!
Long live our noble Queen!
God save the Queen!
Send her victorious,
happy and glorious,
long to reign over us,
God save the Queen.

The Lord’s Prayer
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass
against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Thy choicest gifts in store
on her be pleased to pour,
long may she reign.
May she defend our laws,
and ever give us cause,
to sing with heart and voice,
God save the Queen.
The Blessing

Responding in Hope and Commitment
When you go home
tell them of us and say,
for your tomorrow
we gave our today.

All:

Will you strive for all that makes for
peace?
We will.

All:

Will you seek to heal the wounds of war?
We will.

All:

Will you work for a just future for all
humanity?
We will.

Merciful God, we offer to you the fears in
us that have not yet been cast out by love:
may we accept the hope you have placed
in the hearts of all people, and live lives of
justice, courage and mercy; through Jesus
Christ our risen redeemer.
We will.

All:

God give to the living grace,
to the departed rest,
to the Church, the Queen, the
Commonwealth and all people,
unity, peace, and concord,
and to us and all God’s servants
life everlasting;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you
always.
Amen.
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Reflection for the end of the Church year
©Vinita Hampton Wright, 2015

As we transition into the new Church year, let’s try an Examen prayer of our previous year.
It’s really pretty simple: the Examen helps us reflect on a past period of time—usually we
reflect prayerfully over the previous day or the previous few hours. But I believe we can
apply these principles to the past calendar year as well.
Step One: Become aware of God’s presence.
One way of doing this is to ask the Holy Spirit to help you review the year with a holy
perspective—with wisdom, grace, and faith. Ask for the grace to tear yourself away from
your own patterns of thinking and seeing so that you can see your life more as God sees it.
Of course you will see your failings—but God sees you as a beloved daughter or son who
has a future and a hope. Of course you will see your accomplishments—but God sees your
deeper self, the person behind all the activity, a person made in God’s image.
Step Two: Review the year with gratitude.
As you use this holy perspective to review the year, pay attention to the good gifts from the
year ending. Name specifically those that come to memory now, and thank God for them.
Step Three: Pay attention to your emotions.
Think over the year again, and notice your emotional reactions. What memories speak most
loudly to you? What events, conversations, relationships, or activities bring up the most
emotion now, as you remember them? Ask God to help you linger with these emotions,
whether they are pleasant or disturbing. Ask for help in understanding why you feel as you
do. What can you learn about yourself or about your situation as you dwell in your
emotional responses?
Step Four: Choose one feature of the year and pray from it.
While you are lingering with your memories and emotions, settle on one feature. Perhaps it
is a single event, or maybe it’s a pattern of your own behaviour that has come to mind as
you reviewed the year. Whatever it is that has emerged, allow it to fuel your prayer. Don’t
worry about the many other aspects of the year that you could think about right now; stay
with the one thing that has come to you with the most power and pray from those thoughts
and emotions.
Step Five: Look toward the new year.
Imagine what challenges and blessings might await you in the coming year. Think of
important relationships, major (and minor) decisions to be made, skills to learn, habits to
build, healing to seek, good work to accomplish. Make a simple list of highlights—matters
that you expect to take prominence in your life in the new year. Bring them to God now,
and ask for the graces you will need.
End your prayer, thanking God for love and life and holy possibilities.
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